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disappear and in a year or two it had complete!) gone, and it
might be worth while to find for ourselves the reasons why

I have said that Heathley was self-contained Practically
our only contacts were with the neighbouring villages whom
we played at cricket So remote were we that even the adjacent
Midlands were known to us vaguely as the Sheers London
was something of which we read in the newspaper, or saw
when we looked at the gays, which was our name for illus-
trations It is true that some of our younger men of the
required standard would occasionally become policemen at
Norwich, and more rarely, in London itself, but such depar-
tures were uncommonly few

To most places to which we wished to go, we walked
When the pony was not available, my mother would even
walk four miles each way to the dressmaker, and for a man to
walk to Hareborough and back, which was twelve miles,
was accounted as nothing Bicycles were few, heavy, and
clumsily made and with the hard tyres that gave them, for
us, the persistent name of bone-shakers In my earliest days
the cushion tyre appeared and bicycles began to be more
numerous, though among the labouring classes they were still
rare Then came the invention of the pneumatic tyre and the
drop-handle, each in its way not only to revolutionize the
comfort of the bicycle and to increase its range, but to give
it a fascination it had not hitherto possessed William Cash's
son set up a bicycle shop and there was a system of easy
payments, and in less than no time there was no lad or youth
in the village who had not the ambition to own a bicycle
And that, in my view, was the second contributory cause of
rural depopulation

Once the young men had their bicycles the Mound began to
pall Like a flock of wild-fowl they would be away at nights
to a flower show perhaps in some distant village, or to a fete
or circus in a neighbouring town, and then there would
descend upon Heathley a silence such as in summer it had
never known If there was a moon the whole band would
set out for Norwich, which was twenty-three miles away
There was a Hippodrome there and every kind of attraction
that would hold them till long after dark, and then in the
late moonlight we would hear them riding home At Nor-
wich, and even in the smaller towns, they made new contacts
They saw the houses of town-dwellers, and their amenities